
Music lovers weretreated toanenjoy-able evening at StPatrick’s foyer inSliema last week,as young vocalists captivated theaudience with their variety of tal-ents. This was this year’s AMIMSinging Festival.Debora Comper who master-minds AMIM (AssociazioneMozart Italia Malta), introducedthe evening and announced thatthere would be six young singerssinging 20 songs in all.Debora was followed by her tal-ented daughter Hamal, whothanked the teachers of singing,Milica Lawrence of the MaltaPianoAcademywhoaccompaniedthe singers throughout theevening, and the sponsors.The concert, a celebration ofvocal artistry, featured a diverserepertoire, ranging from belovedclassical arias to contemporarypieces, allowingeachperformer toshine in their own uniqueway.With some voices truly soaringthrough the hall, the singersdemonstratedavaryingamountofskill and emotion, breathing lifeinto operatic classics and theirmusical interpretations. The pro-gramme included selections fromrenowned operas, offering aglimpse into the power and depthof theoperatic traditionwhichhasalwaysbeen strong inMalta,whilealso embracing other genres tocreate adynamic andengagingex-perience.As thenight progressed, the pas-sionanddedicationof theseyoungartists became evident. Whetherdelivering an intricate aria or aheartfelt ballad, eachperformanceshowcased their growingmasteryof the art form.The evening started off with 10-year-old (yes, this is not a mis-print) Miktiana Azzopardi singingGiulio Caccini’s Ave Maria. Theyoungsingerwithher strongvoicegave us another popular aria lateron,Nessun’Dorma.Puccini created Nessun’ Dormaintending it to be sung by a malebut the young soprano dared andmanaged to rise to the occasion.She gave us a good interpretationof this popular aria. At the end ofthe concert she came out oncemore and sangWishing you were
somehow here again from The
Phantom of the Opera.Maria Victoria Bonello followedwith an aria from Handel’s Sam-
son. She later gave us Quel Guardo
il Cavaliere from Don Pasquale byDonizetti.Bianca Singer gave usNella Fan-
tasia by Ennio Morricone, the leg-endary Italian composerrenowned for his iconic filmscores. His music, spanning over400 films, earned him two Acad-emy Awards and global recogni-

tion. I don’t know of anyone whodoesn’t love hismusic.Later, another timeless can-
zonetta,EnricoCaruso’sOSoleMiowas performed by Bianca. Laterstill she came out in a differentdress and another song from thefilm Anastasia.AmyLi Staffwho is only 17, gaveus Empty Chairs and Empty Tablesfrom Les Misèrables. We gave hera round of applause for her inter-pretation of Reflections from thefilmMulànbyMatthewWilder. Fi-nally, towards the end of the con-cert she sang Part of Your Worldfrom the cartoon The Little Mer-
maid.14-year-old Maria Weatherillgave us the popular (and timelessit seems) Con Te Partirò. Later onshe sang Think of me from The

Phantom of the Opera.Mariaconcetta Calafiore lookingevery bit a soprano in a lovelygreen dress, sangQuandom’en vo’also known as Musetta’s Waltz. Itis oneof themost iconic arias fromPuccini’sLaBohème. It is bothmu-sically and emotionally seductive.Nomatter how often I listen to it Istill get goosepimples as soon asthe singer lets out the first fewnotes.Mariaconcetta also gave us anaria from Turandot: Tu che di gel
sei cinta, thehaunting aria sungbythe slave girl Liù just before hertragic death. Also, Mio BabbinoCaro fromPuccini’sGianni Schicci.The aria is known for its lyricalbeauty and emotional intensity,making it one of Puccini’s mostbeloved pieces.

We were treated to a duet from
La Traviata Un dì Felice Eterea,Verdi at his finest. Laura and tenorBrian Cefai sang from the heart.Brilliant.Debora later toldme thatnoneofthis would have been possiblewithout the commitment ofHamal, Maria, Teresa, Francescaand Zoe all studying in Malta,many of them graduates. Moreabout them some other time.The sopranoLauraAnsaldi cameto Malta mainly to provide mas-terclasses. Five of the singers thatevening had benefitted from hermasterclasses:Mariaconcetta Cal-ifiore,MariaVictoriaBonello,Mik-tianaAzzopardi, BiancaSingerandMariaWeatherill.I asked Laura for a comment.Here is what she said:

“TheMozart associationdirectedby Debora Comper is truly a hid-den gem. Even in much bigger or-ganisations it is not easy to findsuchexcellence, andsucha level ofcommitment.I was very happy to teach themasterclasses. I have a long expe-rience in this field and I can tellyou that it is not always evident tofind students who have such po-tential and who are open to chal-lenge themselves with newtechniques. InMalta I foundamaz-ingyoungwomenwho trusted theprocess and were able to achieveamazing improvements in justthree days. I am so proud of themall.The success of themasterclassesand of the final concert was alsodue to the wonderful pianist Mil-ica Lawrence, whose exceptionaltalent and sensibility allowed thestudents to be always at ease andcomfortable.I am also very much honouredfor having had the opportunity toperform with the tenor BrianCefai, a great performer and awonderful person.”Anenjoyable andwell-organizedevening, showcasing promisingtalent. I simply wish to add that afewof the singers’ attire felt some-what out of place, as classical per-formances often carry a visualtradition that enhances the expe-rience. Tattoos, in my view, arebest left out of a serious reper-toire. Additionally, I truly missedbeing able to refer to a pro-gramme – whether onmy iPhoneor in printed form – as it wouldhave addeddepth to the occasion,allowing the audience to followthe repertoire and learn moreabout each performer.I wish these young singers thevery best as they refine their craft.With the guidance of seasonedprofessionals like Laura and theinvaluable experience of master-classes, may they grow in confi-dence and stature, embracing theartistry and presence that elevatea trulymemorable performance.
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A Night of Rising Stars: Young Singers Take the Stage 

The singers with Debora Compers

17-year-old Amy Li Staff

Tenor Brian Cefai, pianist 
Dr Melica Lawrence and
soprano Laura Asfaldi

Tenor Brian Cefai and soprano
Laura Asfaldi

Maria Victoria Bonello 14-year-old Maria Weatherill

10-year-old Miktiana
AzzopardiMariacincetta Califiore Bianca Singer


